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“LAKE COURT HOUSE” 


aS abbreviated compilation of statements 
of historical events of the territory now known 
as Lake County, Indiana. The varied sources 
of many of the interesting matters make speci- 
fic asknowledgment impossible. We present 
them to the school children of Lake County 
so that they may gain a general knowledge 
of one of the most interesting areas on the 
face of the earth—an area which has grown 
from a wilderness to become one of the busiest 
workshops of the world of today, where 400,- 
000 people earn their daily bread and serve 
God, their country and their fellow men. 


We urge youth to ever keep in mind that 
the conserving of health is the most important 
activity in life. With good health goes con- 
tentment which is the source of happiness and 
goodness. As is the strength of its youth so 
will be the strength of the nation. 
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INDIANA TERRITORY 


N_ 1828, the Pottawatomie 
| Indians gave up their claim to 
a strip of land ten miles wide 
which extended along the south- 
ern border of Michigan west- 
ward to Lake Michigan. In 
1832, the United States Gov- 
ernment purchased from the 
~TEPEE” * THE POTTAWATOMIE Indians more land va the south 
InpiaNs, Lake County EARLY and west. The price paid in 
INHABITANTS money and gifts was said to 
amount to about three cents per acre. A portion of these lands be- 
came a part of the Indiana Territory, from which was formed what 
is now the northwest portion of Indiana, part of which later 
became Lake County. 

Before a little more than a century ago, the woodlands and 
prairie lands in the area about “Crown Court House” lay much 
the same as they had since creation. 

A number of Indian villages and burial grounds, where the 
Indians occasionally met in great numbers and held their tribal 
conferences and religious ceremonies, were located in the area of 
Lake County. The most prominent and best marked, with an 
extensive mound and some beautiful black walnut trees, was lo 
cated at McGwinn’s Village, later called Wiggin's Point, later 
known as Centerville and now known as Merrillville. The loca- 
tions of about a hundred graves were well marked. Many Indian 
relics were found there in later years. 

The first settlers were for a time compelled to depend on 
nature’s source of food. Venison, fish and wild fowl meats 
were easy to obtain, berries 
were plentiful and acorns and 
nuts were abundant. A storage 
of wild bee honey, a luxury, 
was to be found wherever there 
were trees. Corn and_ other 
grains, when obtainable, were 
ground in hand mills and baked 
in stone ovens or “bake kettles.” 
A few cows, that were brought 
in by the settlers, furnished 
a limited supply of milk and YoKED OxEN AND CovERED WAGON 
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LAKE COUNTY, 
INDIANA 


AKE COUNTY is located in the northwest corner of Indiana 
é in proximity to Chicago, Illinois. Its land area covers approxiy 
mately 500 square miles, being 16 miles across from east to west 
and an average of 32 miles from north to south. It is bordered on the 
north by Lake Michigan, on the west by Illinois, on the south 
by the Kankakee River and on the east by Porter County. Legally, 
Lake County extends ten miles northward into Lake Michigan. 
At Crown Point, it is about 714 feet above sea level, 132 feet 
above Lake Michigan and 90 feet above the Kankakee River. A 
high ridge of land through Lake County forms part of the water- 
shed between the Mississippi and St. Lawrence Rivers drainage 
systems. 


By an act of the 1837 Indiana Legislature, Lake County was 
declared an independent county and was separated from the juris- 
diction of Porter County as of February 15, 1837. Lake County 
has within its area a number of beautiful lakes, the largest and 
most beautiful of which is Cedar Lake, “The Lake of the Red 
Cedars.’ Much of the area was originally covered with a luxuriant 
growth of hardwood trees. Some extensive prairies have in recent 
years been developed into the best of farms. The soil of Lake 
County is of such a variety of kinds that nearly every type of 
farming has been successfully carried on. Originally there was 
much “marsh land,” especially in the southern portion of the 
county. When the waters were drained from these wet areas, 
by a system of ditches, the lands became excellent cattle, sheep 
and horse grazing ranches and farms. The sand dunes along what 
once was the shoreline of Lake Michigan are most unique. Much 
of the northern portion of Lake County was once covered with 
fine pine, cedar and tamarack trees. A great deal of this lumber 
was removed by “timber rustlers” and was used to build Chicago. 


In 1834, government surveyors laid out the land, that was 
Lake County, into sections. Up to then the occupants of lands. 
were known as “squatters” and had no legal titles to the lands 
which they occcupied, cultivated and on which they had built 
their homes. 


On ty Earty PASSENGER TRAVEL 


EARLY SETTLERS 


ILLIAM ROSS was the first white person to establish a 
WY pzrmanene home in what is now Lake County. In 1833, 

he built a log cabin on a plot of ground on the banks of 
Deep River, southwest of what later became Hobart. He planted, 
cultivated and harvested the first crop of corn in 1833 in what is 
now Ross Township. Mr. Ross was killed by a falling bee tree 
in 1836. 


In 1833, Hiram S. Bennett opened a tavern in a log hut, on 
the stage coach route, at the mouth of the Calumet River. A man 
named Berry also opened a tavern on the stage coach route along 
the shore of Lake Michigan where Whiting is now located. 
Annual license fees of $6.00 each were paid by Hiram S. Bennett 
and Hanna Berry to the county as recorded on April 5, 1837, 
for operating these taverns. 


On October 31, 1834, Solon Robinson of Jennings County, 
Indiana, came by ox-team drawn wagons loaded with household 
goods, some tools and farm implements. He settled and built a 
log hut home on land that is now occupied by the Community 
Building in Crown Point. His brother, Milo, came in May, 
1835. In 1836, they opened and operated the first store and 
Solon was appointed the first postmaster. As mail carrier, he 
made occasional trips to and from Michigan City. Solon Robinson 
owned the first printing press in Lake County and occasionally 
published a small news sheet for his neighbors. For mutual pro- 
tection of the settlérs’ interests against dishonest “land sharks,” on 
July 4, 1836, the “Squatter’s Union” was formed at the home of 
Solon Robinson who was named the “Squatter King of Lake.” 
Solon Robinson died in Florida in 1880 in his 78th year. 


Thomas Childers settled on land in “School Grove” near 
Crown Court House in October of 1834. “He came a day or two 
before me,” wrote Solon Robinson. 


The first white woman to live permanently in “Crown Court 
House” was Marie Robinson, wife of Solon Robinson. While she 
is generally given the credit for being the first white woman to 
live in the region, due credit must not be denied Mrs. William 
Ross, Mrs. Thomas Childers and others for the part they played 
in the establishment of the early pioneer homes in the wilderness 
of what is now Lake County. 


Early in 1837, a meeting of the settlers was held at the log 
home of Solon Robinson, located to the northwest of what is now 
the “Court House Square” in Crown Point. The meeting was 
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THE SOLON RosBINSsON RESIDENCE 


Log house, one story, built 1834. To right is the two-story house built in 1838. This 
building was also used as a store, printing office, court room, postoffice, public meetings 
religious meetings, county commissioners’ meetings and the public meeting petitioning 


for establishing a County Government in 1837, 


presided over by Robinson and a petition was prepared to present 
to the Indiana Legislature to establish the location of a County 
seat. 


On March 8, 1837, Henry Wells was selected and commis 
sioned as Sheriff. An election was, held March 28 and county 
officers were selected. Solon Robinson was elected Clerk; Wm. 
A. W. Holton was elected Recorder; Wm. Clark and Wm. B. 
Crooks were elected Judges; and Amsi L. Ball, Thomas Wiles 
and §. P. Stringham were elected County Commissioners. 78 
persons cast votes for candidates at this election. 


On April 5, 1837, the County Commissioners held their first 
meeting. They adopted a county seal; divided the county into 
three commissioners’ districts, known as South, Center and North; 
they appointed J. W. Holton to act as the County Treasurer and 
Milo Robinson the Trustee of the Seminary (education) fund. 
They instructed the Sheriff to arrest any person found stealing 
trees (pine timber) from the public and school lands, especially 
so off the “sand dunes” along the shores of Lake Michigan south 
east of Chicago. 


Joliet Road, now Joliet Street, formerly ran in a near straight 
line in a northwest to southeast direction and passed through 
what is now the south portion of the “square.” In the early 
summer of 1837, a log building used as a store was located on 
the south side of Joliet Road on ground that now forms the south- 
west corner of the square. Later in 1837, a log “Court House” 
building, just east of his store, was built and paid for by Solon 
Robinson at a cost of $500.00. This building measured approxi 
mately 35 feet east and west and 25 feet north and south and was 
one story high. In 1838, a second story was added thus providing 
a “large and better Court Room.” By an act of the State Legisla- 
ture and by order to the County Commissioners, the crude struc 
ture was made the “Temporary Court House of the County” 
in May, 1838. The new court room was as large as was the 
entire building and was entered from an outside stairway on the 
north side. On a built-in platform in the west end was the judge's 
bench, lecture rostrum, religious service pulpit and stage. This 
log building continued to be used for court, commissioner, re- 
ligious or other meetings until the early part of 1850. By order 
of the County Commissioners, the “Court House” was sold on 
September 5, 1850, and the material was used to build two stables. 


In May, 1837, among the first revenues collected by the county 
was a $2.00 fee paid by Vincent Matthiews for a license to 
operate a ferry across the Grand Calumet River near the Illinois 
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First “Loc Court House” on Jouiet Roap, 1837 & 1838. Jam BELow 


State line. At the same meeting of the County Commissioners, 
Henry Frederickson paid $2.00 to operate a ferry across Deep 
River near Liverpool. 


The first general election was held in August, 1837, at which 
time C. Cathcart received 86 votes for Senator. For Representative, 
J. H. Bradly received 49 votes, A. L. Ball, 70 votes and J. Hamell, 
65 votes. R. Wilkinson was elected Probate Judge; H. S. Pelton, 
School Commissioner; and Luman A. Fowler, Sheriff. 


In October, 18377, the first session of the Lake Circuit Court 
was held with Judge Samuel C. Sample presiding. There were 9 
lawyers present and thirty cases on the docket, but few were of 
a criminal nature. 


COUNTY SEAT MOVED TO LIVERPOOL 


In 1839, even after a log court house had been built and the 
commissioners’ court and circuit court had been held and the 
county offices had been located at “Lake Court House” (later 
changed to Crown Point), by some conniving or political influence, 
the county seat was moved to Liverpool where a log court house 
had been partly built on a ridge on the north bank or Deep River. 
The land where this “Court House” was built is on what is now. 
between Arizona and New Jersey Streets on Liverpool Road. This 
tract of land could not be sold because of the “dedication for 
public purposes” in 1839. There is now, in 1949, a movement 
on foot to convert the land into a public park. 


COUNTY SEAT RELOCATED 


Because of the moving of the county seat from Crown Court 
House to Liverpool, public indignation was so aroused that the 
State Legislature was later induced to appoint another commis- 
sion of five non-resident men, who after due investigation, recom- 
mended to the Legislature that the seat of County Government 
be replaced in the center of the county, where it has remained 
since July, 1840. Rival contenders for the location of the county 
seat of government had been: Liverpool, Crown Court House 
and West Point, which was located on the east shore of Cedar 
Lake. In 1840, the name “Crown Court House” was changed, 
by a commission consisting of Solon Robinson, George Earle 
and Judge Wm. Clark, to that of “Crown Point.” The present 
public square is a part of ten acres which, together with one acre 
for public buildings and one acre for school purposes and other 
lands and financial assistance, were donated to the county by 
Solon Robinson, Judge Wm. Clark and others. The original plat, 
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First SCHOOL House, 1835 


mill at Deep River to the west of the Porter County line on what 
is now Highway No. 330. His son, in his fourth year, died in 
1836. This was probably the first death to be recorded basis 
the white settlers. 


In 1835, the first school was opened in Crown Point in a 
log-hut residence, located near where now stands the Pennsylvania 
Railway depot. Three pupils were in attendance. Soon after, a 
one-room school house was built of “black” logs on East and 
Walnut Streets just back of where is now located the Lake County 
Jail. The next school house, which was used until 1842, was built 
of lumber and measured 15 by 20 feet. At one time it was said 
to have “housed fifty pupils around a hot stove.” For several 
years the teacher was Mrs. Harriett Holton, who passed away 
November 17, 1879, at the age of 97. 


In 1837, sawmills, run by water power, provided lumber for 
home building at $15.00 per thousand feet. Other water-driven 
grist and flour mills were soon constructed and operated to provide 
food for man and beast. A dam that impounded water for oper- 
ating one of the mills formed “Foley Lake” where Joseph Jefferson, 
the famous “Hamlet” dramatist, on several occasions caught great 
strings of pike and pickerel. Foley Lake was east of Cedar Lake. 


In 1838, Solon and Milo Robinson constructed the first two 
story log residence in Lake County. No nails were used; spaces 
between the logs were filled with mud and straw; roofs were made 
of slabs of wood, called “shakes,” two feet long; the chimney 
was constructed of stone, mud and sticks; the dirt floors were 
covered with puncheons or animal skins; and the window spaces 
were covered with cloth. Heat was provided from open fireplaces 
and light from candles and tapers. 


1838 saw the beginning of the building of bridges to replace 
a number of ferries over the Deep and Calumet Rivers and Turkey 
Creek. 


In 1838, a school house was erected on the land claim of 
Hervey Ball, northwest of Cedar Lake. This log building was a 
familiar sight until recent years. 


In 1839, Mrs. Jane A. H. Ball began conducting the first 
boarding school. This school continued during the following 16 
years. 


In December, 1838, occurred the first death among the 
settlers at Crown Court House. Milo Robinson was said to have 
died from consumption. He was buried just east of his residence 


Lake County Fair Grounps (AcquireD 1858 - 1912 - 1927) 


on January Ist, 1839, in the grove, later known as Luther's Grove, 
where now is located the Crown Point High School. 


In 1839, Alexander McDonald opened the first law office in 
“Crown Court House.” He acted as one of the bidders who repre- 
sented the “squatters” at the LaPorte land sales on March 19, 
1839. He, together with Bartlett Woods, was instrumental in the 
organization of the “Free Soil” party in 1848. 


In 1843, an epedemic of scarlet fever, which was fatal to 
eight small children, necessitated the establishing of a cemetery. 
This was located on the hill to the east of Lake Seven a short 
distance west of the town. Some stone grave markers are still to 
be seen in 1949. 


In 1836, the first marriage in the area was that of David 
Bryant to Margaret Stanbroke on a license that had been issued 
at Valparaiso, Porter County. The first marriage license issued 
in Lake County was to John Russell and Harriet Holton. 


The first birth was that of David Agnew, which occurred 
“not long after” the tragic death of his father, David Agnew, 
in a terrific snow-storm-blizzard near Pleasant Grove on April 4, 
1835. A white child, named Samantha J. Fuller, was recorded as 
being born on May 5, 1837. 


In 1843, John Hack and associates, at a cost of $267.14, 
built a log Roman Catholic Chapel on his land at the edge of 
“Prairie West,” now St. John. This was the first church in Lake 
County to boast the possession of a bell. The log building is still 
in a good state of preservation. In 1932 it was moved to the Lake 
County Fair Grounds to be used as a Boy Scout cabin. 


The first church in Crown Point was of Methodist denomin- 
ation built of logs in 1845. 


A frame Court House was built during 1849 on land that is 
now Clark Street to the north of the present Court House 
building about midway between Main and Court Streets. It mea- 
sured 37 by 67 feet and was 27 feet high with a high four-pillar 
porch and a high round cupola. It had in it a court room, jury 
room and Sheriff's room. On each of the east and west sides of 
the Court House was a separate one-story two-room brick building. 
The one to the east housed the offices of County Auditor and 
County Treasurer and the one to the west housed the offices of 
County Recorder and County Clerk. George Earle was paid $15.00 
as the architect and James Hixon was the builder. Old time photo- 
graphs show the Register Building to be just north of the east 
brick office building. The amount paid for these buildings is 


Crown Point INSTITUTE, 1865 


estimated to have been near $10,000.00. The frame Court House, 
after being in service for thirty years, was sold to John G. Hoff- 
man, who moved it west on Joliet Street and converted it into 
an “Opera House.” Some years: later it was torn down and the 
lumber used to build two fine residences on Joliet Street. 


In 1851, the Lake County Agricultural Society was organized. 


In 1858, was acquired the beautiful Fancher Lake with the 
surrounding lands covered with hardwood, virgin forests. Many 
persons have said and written that the Lake County Fair Grounds 
are the most ideal fair grounds in the world. Some records say 
that the original 40 acres and the lake were a “gift” donated by 
Richard Fancher. In 1912, 40 additional acres to the north were 
bought and in 1927, 60 acres to the south were purchased by 
the county. 


The history of the publication of newspapers in Lake County 
began with the short-lived “Lake County Herald” in 1856. On 
August 4, 1857, began the publication of the “Crown Point 
Register,” which for many years was managed by John Millikan, 
and is now the oldest newspaper published in Lake County. In the 
year 1872 began the publication of the “Lake County Star,” of 
which John J. Wheeler became the sole owner in 1880. Members 
of his family have ever since been the editors and publishers. 


In its early days, Lake County had two “West Points.” One 
was a “ghost town” on the east side of Cedar Lake and the other 
was within the present area of Hammond, which was the “point” 
of the westerly end of the Michigan Central railway from which 
point railway travelers to and from Chicago were transported 
by horse-drawn stage coaches. 


In 1865, the Panhandle Railway was extended from the east 
toward Chicago to become the first railway through Crown Point. 


In 1865, the “Crown Point Institute” was opened as a private 
seat of higher learning. It had a staff of excellent teachers and a 
far advanced curriculum for those early times. At times the 
attendance reached nearly eighty students. Because of financial 
distress, the venture failed and the institute was discontinued 
in 1871 and the property sold to Crown Point and used as a 
school until 1880. On that site is now located the Timothy H. 
Ball school. The building was sold at a public auction to Jacob 
A. Weis for $51.00 and moved to the corner of Jackson and 
Farragut Streets where for years it was the home of the Weis 
family. In 1949, the building houses several homes as well as a 
grocery and meat market. 


Crown Point Cast Iron FOUNDRY 


BricK AND STONE Court House Corner STONE LAYING, 


SEPTEMBER 10, 1878 


What probably was the first “Iron Industry” in Lake County, 
Indiana, was the “Crown Point Cast Iron Foundry.” It was 
located on the hill to the south of West South Street and back 
of what is now 409 West South Street. A Mr. Boone was the 
manager. Mr. Martin Kussmaul, now 83 years of age, relates 
that, when a boy, his father had the broken cast iron front to a 
heating stove cast at the foundry. Pieces of furnace slag and 
fragments of cast iron are still to be found near the two white 
oak trees that now measure about three feet in diameter. The 
larger foundry building was purchased about 1880 and rebuilt 
as a hay barn on the Long farm, on what is now Highway No. 8, 
in Hanover Township, four miles west of Crown Point. It was 
later set on fire by a threshing machine engine. 


This foundry is not to be mistaken for the McAllister Foundry 
that was later located on the southeast corner of Anderson and 
Jackson Streets from which Louis Letz derived the steam-driven 
power to operate his first machine shop on Jackson Street about 
1880. 


The First National Bank of Crown Point was organized in 
1874 and was the first, and for ten years was the only, bank 
in Lake County. It started business in the Register Building where 
is now located the Allman Building. 


On September 10, 1878, the cornerstone was laid for a large 
brick and stone Court House building which still stands in the 
center of the public square. The building was built in 1878-1880 
and was 96 by 105 feet in size, had a 10 foot basement, 15 foot 
main floor ceilings and 22 foot upper floor ceilings. A belfry 
steeple had clock faces on the four sides and a 56 foot high flag 
pole. The total cost was $52,000.00 Sometime during 1879, while 
the brick court house was being built, burglars made an unsuccess- 
ful attempt to steal the $60,000.00 that had been saved and 
stored in the safe in the County Treasurers’ office in the little brick 
building. The dynamite blast failed to open the safe. North and 
south extensions, each with a tower were built in 1909 at a cost 
of $160,000.00. Other one story extensions, north and south, were 
added in 1928. Monies from a county bond issue for $85,000.00 
were used for building these additions. 


Parts of the present Sheriff's home and jail were built in 
1882 and cost $24,000.00. 


The Lake County Health Department was established in 1882 
when Dr. M. G. Bliss was appointed, as secretary, by the County 
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Commissioners. Up to that time, no official records of births, 
deaths or communicable diseases were kept. 


In 1884, a County “Alms House,” a frame home for the 
poor, was built two miles east of Crown Point. The present 
“County Home™ of brick buildings was provided in 1912 at a 
cost of $200,000.00 which, together with 310 acres of land, can 
provide a home for 350 inmates. 


The town of Crown Point was legally incorporated in June, 
1868, and became a city June 9, 1911. 


In 1891, a cedar block, on planks, pavement was laid in the 
street surrounding the public square. The life of the blocks was 
short, although automobiles had not yet made their appearance. 
In 1900, a walk around the square was constructed of Ohio 
sandstone slabs measuring 5 by 10 feet in length and width and 
6 inches in thickness. The cost was $11,000.00. Most of these 
stone slabs were still doing duty, with but few breaks, in the year 
1949. 


In an effort to secure a town water supply, the drilling of a 
well on the south end of the Court House square was begun in 
1887. The project was abandoned in 1889 after a hole 3,100 
feet deep failed to yield a flowing stream of water. An abundant 
supply of good water, obtainable at less than 100 feet, now 
supplies water for the 6,000 inhabitants of Crown Point. 


On September 10, 1891, at 6:30 P.M., the first electric lights 
were turned on in Crown Point. Up to then, street lighting had 
been by kerosene lamps. 


In 1896, the first public telephone was installed in Crown 
Point. For some time previous, Thomas Hall had a “home made” 
telephone between the panhandle depot and his home on South 
Jackson Street. 


In 1850, the population of Lake County was 3,991, consisting 
of 715 families of which 430 were farmers. In 1880, the popu- 
lation was 15,091. In 1949, the population is estimated to be 
almost 400,000. 


The total amount assessed for taxes for the year 1837 was a 
few cents over $2002.00, much of this money was never collected. 
The 1949 tax valuation of Lake County was over $501,450,000. 


ITEMS OF INTEREST 


This appears at the top of a page in “Treasurer's Order 
Book” No. 1: 


County Orders, Issued in 1837 


“Total amount of all orders drawn on the treasurer for ac- 
counts audited and allowed from the time of the organization 
of the county up to the first of January, 1838, as examined and 
approved by the Board of Commissioners at the January term 
was five hundred and six dollars and forty-five cents ($506.45). 

Signed, Solon Robinson, Clerk.” 


Some of the items paid out of the above sum are the following: 


Sept. 5, 1837 
To M. and S. Robinson for purchase of supplies: 
Paper and ink, blank books, maps, quills, wafers, ink 
stand, broom,’ shovel, fire tongs, candles, heating 


BEUCR tS one Fea otras Gale ts Aine lo eR aR $ 31.06 
To Solon Robinson, making assessment rolls......... 16.00 
To George Earle, for care of pauper.....-.......+. 7.50 
To Henry Wells, for acting as Sheriff.............. 25.00 
To Lyman Martin, for service to Sheriff..........-. 3.00 
To William Clark, Associate Judge. .............-. 6.00 
To County Commissioners, salaries (three)......... 50.00 
To Horace Egerton, for pauper’s coffin............ 2.00 
To Milo Robinson, for 8 chairs.............+.--- 6.00 


Additional Items of Interst: 


Rosh te TOMMDOMSE Svan cir cip ree ie ao 9l¥ aie Gra engine 374 
ROP Caines eet Aa Coca odie Reo eas eos Siero 2.50 
Wm. Clark, overseer of the poor..........+-..+.+ 1.00 
©: Ear obinieon,-ballot boxes: s.5.255 2405.2 esc. ee 10.12% 
H. D. Palmer, physician, attending pauper at Liverpool 9.50 
Henry Egerton, cofin making..................-- 4.00 
Calvin. Lalit sUNGettakers ssc. ce iv.aeiss vous sins 2.00 
J. V. John, Assessor of North Twp........-..-..++- 33.00 
Daniel May, Assessor of Center Twp..........---- 25.00 
Jas. Mendenhall, Assessor of South Twp.........-- _ 18.00 
John Russell, arresting timber thieves.......-..-.-- 45.00 
Henry Wells, arresting timber thieves...........-. 26.70 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST 


CONTRA 

For money recd. by the treasurer for Cr. 
Vinc. T. Mathews, for Ferry License............. $ 2.00 
Murdock & Burkline, Tavern License.............. 10.00 
Horace: Stevens, Tavern License... ......%..5..0.. 6.00 
Calvin Lilly, Tavern & Grocery License............ 20.00 
L. J. Cody, Tavern Tacense 1.3.) 5.40 ce cares 6.00 
John L. Dille, Grocery License: :.....5.....0.e00., 5.00 
Stephan Smith, Grocery License.................- 5.00 
T...M: Dustin, Grocery License.....5 25.03.06. ese oe 5.00 
Liverpool: Petry nasi. 6. i ies ty.< ¢ 5 oc oe 10.00 69.00 
Russell & Stinson, Store Permit................... 1.00 
Russell & Stinson, Tavern Permit................. 2.00 
Benj. Rich PANeMm Per ent <5 's-5 toa ks wine wt eS 2.00 
Sam, Ly, Miller,. Store: Permit). 0.5. 0.6.6.0. 55's cow va 62 
Milo Robinson, County Agt. collected of trespass on | 

Pie ctiioes. LAUR is as sate re 2 oe tee soe 50.00 
Stinson & Russell, Tavern License................ 15.00 65.00 
EACENANCOUR teins) 209 .iscsa 8s heaviness 248.12 


Examined Jan. 2nd, 1838, by the 
Board of Commissioners 


SoLon Rosinson, Clerk 


Copy of Official Records 


Solon Robinson Bond dated June 12, 1840, bind themselves 
William Clark to lay out a town for a county seat, to lay 
Russell Eddy out a public common. Also Lot for Court 
& Jno. W. Holton House and public offices, etc. Recorded 
To Oct. 3, 1840, in Book “B™, Pages 91, 92 
Board of Commissioners. & 93. 
Solon Robinson & wife ) Warranty Deed Oct. 31, 1840, conveys 10 


William Clark & wife 
Jonathan W. Holton & wife 
Russell Eddy & wife 

T 


acres in a square form off of the SE corner 
of the NWi4 SW4, 8-34-8, together with 
other Lots and lands for the purpose of 
fe) locating the county seat, etc., acknow! 

Board of Commissioners of Scene _and Recorded Nov. 18, 1840, in — 
Lake County, Ind. Book “A”, Pages 236, 237, 238 aie 


WILLIAM D. WEIS 


“Many of the leaders in the medical profession today are devoting them- 
selves in a large measure to the prevention of disease, as well as to its cure. 
In this way their efficiency as benefactors has extended much beyond the 
scope of the old fashioned practice when the doctor was related to his patients 
only as an individual. In the Calumet district one of the real leaders in the 
public health movement, and also a man of the highest standing and prestige 
as a physician and surgeon, is Dr. W. D. Weis. Banking and real estate and 
the organized professional societies and public health movements have en- 
listed his services and influence, and he is through his varied relations one 
of the most prominent men of Hammond. He comes of a family that has 
been identified with Lake County for sixty years, and both his father and 
grandfather helped to develop the community from pioneer times and were 
men of standing in their respective communities.” — Copy from History of 
Lake County and The Calumet Region, Volume II, by William Frederick 
Howat, M. D., 1915. 


Wm. D. Weis, the subject of this sketch, was born to Jacob A. Weis and 
Julia A. (Long) Weis at Hanover Center, now Cook, Lake County, Indiana, 
on November 28, 1873. Dr. Weis was repeatedly appointed and served as 
City Health Commissioner of Hammond from 1908 to 1919. 


He was four times appointed by the Lake County Commissioners to 
serve as County Health Commissioner from 1934 to 1950, 


In 1935, he organized and headed the first and for years the only. full- 
time County Health Department in the state of Indiana. 


For any errors or sins of commission and omission, we humbly beg pardon. 


To my co-workers in our efforts to promote the best of health for all the people, 
and, especially so, as it relates to the 13,000 children in over 50 schools located in the 
429 square miles of area of our service, do we gratefully dedicate this compilation. 


—The Author. 


INDIANA 


God's been good to Indiana, 
Jes’ as good as He could be; 
Ain't no place in all Creation 
Could be better, ‘pears to me. 


Seems like when He was creatin’ 
He jes’ searched His beauty chest, 

An’ went over all His treasures 
So’s to pick for us the best. 


An’ He banked apene the skyline 
Chains of tumblin’ hills, in green: 

An’ He melted up some crystals 
So’s to make lakes between. 


Then He took some magic silver 
An’ a dash of sunset hue, 

Mixed some colors from the rainbow 
With a bit of heaven blue. 


An’ he fused it all with sunfire, 
An’ produced enchantin’ streams 

That went singin’ down the valley 
Twinkle-toed, like dancin’ beams. 


An’ He planted seeds of vision 
An’ of courage in the ground 

An’ a bit of friendly feelin’ 
That the early settlers found. 


Cause it blossomed with the verdure, 
Am’ it spread the whole state through, 
An’ it made it good fer livin’, 
Good fer me, an’ good fer you. 


God's been good to Indiana, 
Jes’ as good as He could be; 

May be better spots fer others; 
Ain't no better place fer me. 


(By permission) Tom H. Keene, Editor Elkhart Truth, Elkhart, Indiana. 
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